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that the impeachment proceedings were merely
the culmination of a struggle for the control of
the army. There were rumors that Johnson had
plans to use the army against Congress and against
reconstruction. General Grant, directed by John-
son to accept orders from Stanton only if he were
satisfied that they came from the President, re-
fused to follow these instructions. Stanton, pro-
fessing to fear violence, barricaded himself in
the War Department and was furnished with a
guard of soldiers by General Grant, who from
this time used his influence in favor of impeach-
ment. Excited by the most sensational rumors,
some people even believed a new rebellion to
be imminent.

The impeachment was rushed to trial by the
House managers and was not ended until the
decision was taken by the votes of the 16th and
20th of May. The eleven articles of impeachment
consisted of summaries of all that had been charged
against Johnson, except the charge that he had
been an accomplice in the murder of Lincoln. The
only one which had any real basis was the first,
which asserted that he had violated the Tenure of
Office Act in trying to remove Stanton. The other
articles were merely expansions of the first or